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, Geot-g& w. Gttit:t':tn was bor-n in Van Wert CounbJ, Ohi<>, on ' January 
.2t,.d1 1847. His . tathG.rtJ Ee11,jandh GJ,if.ttn, joined the gold rush to 
Oalltot•nia in 1811,9 a11d. .l'ema:Lned 1n O~l:tfox-n:i.a something ove.r a. yea.r. 
When Geol"ge ,,ns bon years o.f age, tho .i.'a.milt moved f.rom Ohio to 
K:n11s,ui where they 11ved t'r.>r three years. 

In the yonr 1860, the Griff'in f r;Uuily came· aOJ.."O.SS the pleJ.ns with 
ox tennis al.one with Anson Hudd 1.md frunily. This pai-ty had hoard of 
bho t-1ch gold pla.oe.r- mines that had been · discovered the year before 
in Golorado. The trip aoroea the plains was rather unevent.t'ul. They 
ta1r tboi.tatinds or Indiru'ls but t::h.ey we.r<r all peaceful, .or at least were 
so at that time. No live bu.f'fi:tlo wore seen, al.though winy dead ones 
·that had been shot by hunters were seat t;01"0d over the plains. The 
:tit-st destination of the pa.1,ty was Denver and there they stopped f o,r 
t~ro days getting in.f.o.rr11aticm as to which of the many placer <lif~ginp,s 
was the best. Denver was only a village s.t this time but .full of 
people who -oo:uld bell or the wonr:le.rful strikes bei.ng made in the d1f''• 
.terenb o~a. Oal1tornia. Gu:lch was chosen because here, so they were 
told b'J' the -moat enthusiaati«i' supporters of-. that ea.mp, gold could be 
tou.nd ly1ng .ttight on tep of the ground, 'l'b.e t.r1p from Denver to Califor
nia Gulch required ·allnosb a week. They stopped at Fairplay and it · was 
there that Anson Rudd talked with a strange:, who told hira all a.bout 
Canon City. Rudd i-~ent ·to Mr. G:t-iff':tn, s.r. and· told what he had. heard 
about; Canon City and remarked that he lJelieved Canon was just the kind 
or a place they w<lr-e hunt;ing;. lYlr. Griffin anst-10.t>ed that they 11.nd 
started weti1f ·to '. t.17 r~n1.ng and that he was going on to Calif'orru.a 
Gulch; w-h1oh:.he did • . · The Griffin family arrived at Oalifo.rriia Gulch · 

·. i1uly 14; 1860. : .. Oold ·lia.d been discovered he.r-e late in the Fall ·of 1859, 
but with the' ·snows of w:l.nter on the ground, no worlt could be done untll 
the f ollow1ng '., early SUlllnl8.t' • 

.. ,~.,~,., ~. ~ . 
Mr. Griffin secured t:t.tle t;o Cla:!.111 /f2, wh:tch w:rn the'second claim 

above the diseoveey old.m. This claim had bben woPkod over· ·a little 
befol"e the Gr::i.ffins secured it and althoug·h it l)X'oved to be not net;1.rly 
as p;oocl as ao1110 claims a'bovo a.nd bolow them~ they made_ good money from 
theil"' place;tt ntining opel'ations on th.is . claira. Often times when ~.ey 
ma.de . a clean up and wasbec1 off the be~ rook .of a small patch o.r_ ground, 
tho large.t- pieces of gold t-rould not wash clown into the sluce, so they 
would go ova.r th.1.a 1.,ook and pick up tlleae pieces of gold just ld.ke 
chickens picki.ng u.p gr~:tn o f'.f' of a. floor. Only tho _lower four or five 
.feet or m1a.teriul above bed roel.c p n5. d to · wash for gold. '11he d:trt above 
this pay streal< would be c rnrod 1.n and run through- the sluices. as thtit 
was tlle only way they could. get r:J.d ,.or it. The six to twelve .inches 
.right next to the, bed :r.oek ws.l the richest stre .:;1k. Tlvo partners by t,;he 
names of Reynolds rind tfalls owned Claim 1?6 above discovery claim and 
this p.r•oved to be a very .t•ich clo.:tm. One doy Georr,e Grif "''in and his. 
rathe.r visi l;ed thls olnim. · WoJ.ls asked l1r.. GrH'fin to. t.ry p&nn:l.nr; a 
pan of tho sand next to bod rocl(. MI". G1~f.J'.'1.'in remnrlte<l thn. t it l ooked 
13.ke it rdp;ht be half gold. He shovolod :i.n rerha.ps L' our quar/js of oa.nr.:l, 
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halt a pan, and on washing recover•od a plnt - oup :L'Ull of gold.. Wells 
.and R~ynolds we1;e baking out gold ab the rate of about. ~;iaOOO per day-, 
using a Ge-prgia Rock-0r which. was a hollowlog about twel"le feot long. 
'l'he'f spent; ~heir money a$ fast as t.hey gob ib and the next yea.rt, Wells 
C:~e to Canon and enlisted :tn tho Unio11 Army in order to get clothing 
:to.1:1 the winter. 

When winter came 011 in 1860, the Griffin family oame to- Ca.non City 
as it traa .:1.:possible to pluc<:;.r mine du1 .. ing the winter 1uontha. M:rs. 
Griffin had known: Mz-s. Rttdd. :tn Kansas and tb.ey were great _ i'rlends of ea.oh 
otlle..r; Th.e Jtudds were 11v!ng in what is n.ow the Penitentiary Pat>lt. }Tr. 
Rudd was running a blacksmith shop at about Th:trd or• Fourth Street_. ·The 
Gl'i.f'f1n f anlily set ~ their tent alo11gaid.e the Rudd house.. The two 
ladies wanted to have homes oloae to ea.ch other•, so -Rudd and Grifrln 
each purcl;tased two lotr:i on River Street, Rudd owning where the new Muni
cipal Building not-¥ stands e.nd G.r:-iffin owning the two lots clireotly east. 
The G.riffin home was built first and bhen the Rudd .. home, and this is 
the building in the rear of the Municipal Build:i.ng.. George G·r-iffin 
hauled the l,ogs· for both hoI11es. Later the log house of" the Gr1.ffins was 
moved to Griffin Avenue, S outh Ca.non, and i.s now a part of the ba.rn 
on the Griffin homestead. 

At this tilue there was a sort . of' a bridge over the river a.t about 
.First Street but· i _t washed out in the high water of 1861. A foot bridge 
was put acx-oss the· ,river and it was ·used :tn the wi.q.ter but when the sum
mer rains started. it would be taken down and stored unbill fall. Tea.ms 
had to e.ross the r.ive.v by ;.fording~ . Th~1"e were two ford.a, one at Firat 
St.l'eet, a.nd the othev back ,of the Ml-Ulieipal Building. When the waters 
were up in the su.m.me.v, t:qe people dld not. try' ho cross the r_iver except 
1Zl a boat on a ~able, a sort . o,f ferry,. Mr. Griffi.n never rememb-ers 
seeing the river as low as it ws.a last week, the ·week of February 8th, 
19)1. 

. l'he G.riffins lived in Worth C &..r:on u,nbil l.8.64, when they moved. to
whe . .ve Geol"ge G.viffin now lives at 629 Gr:U'fin Avenue., South Ca.non. 
Benjan:d.n and Joanna Grif.fin., parent;s of George W, Griffin, ha.d home
steaded the land south of the river whe.ro the Diamond li'ir-e Bri.ck plant is 

now looat.ed, and all the land lying be.bvrnen Ii1ourth Street and liJ1nth 
Street and extending south to the South CGnon ditch. They reee.ived their 
.first title to this land, the Receivers' Receipt, on December 2nd,l865, 
and la.te.r- a deed f.Pom the Govornn1ent. A considerable portion of this 
.la.nd. has never passed o'ut o.r. the . ownership of the fanlily. 

George w. G~if' 'in see1-1red a "Squatterfs !Ught" to bhe ranch at the 
head of" Oak Creek Canon in 1870, where he B .. ved with his wife, Ellen N. 
Griffin, i'or many years a.nd :tt was here tl:vz1.t _ all but <.:>ne of his six 
childl•em -ttere born. In about 1896, the .far/lily moved back to the old 
hoino on Gr1f~1n Avenue where Mr. & Mrs. Griffin still live. 

George Griffin and his father foll.o\<ted mlning for t1ve summers, all 
1n the neighborhood of California Gulch, which later became Leadville 
afte~ · the lode mines we,xae diaeovered. While the men worked in California 
Gulch, the ta111ily lived in r,airpla.y. The trips back and .forth were made 
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/4 Vesl;on Pa.as. 'i.'lleJ'e uas a toll gate on this road ab&ut 13 miles 
-• t.hwest or Buffalo Springs.. On one of theae trips over Wcrni;on Pass, 

orge Griffin and hie father were driving a. team o.f oxen and were a lone. 
They made oamp at night and just as they were hitching up the next morn-

ing. they l .ooked up the road and saw that lt was full of Indians on 
/ horseback. They at first thou~lhit it was a

1 
bandin~f friendly U~~~! ~ut d 

' they soon aaw their mistake. 1' ey were S oux · <.,ians who usua....., a'-aye 
and l1ved on the plains and were known as the uPlains Indians". The 
Indiana were in war paint and war dress. The old chie.f was riding 1n 
f'l-ont o'f the band •with his young daughter, as they learned latev. The 
two Gr1f'f'1na could do nothing but wait for developments. The old chief 
oame riding his horse in a walk right up to them. George Griffin states 
that while he himself was uretty ne1·vous, he could not help but notice 
how lntentl7 the · old chie.r' kept his eyes .f.ixed on his f'ather, never taking 
·· his eyes .from him. His followers, four or five hundred, were following 
:In doub.le .ti.le down the road. When the old chief got within a few f'eet 
o:f Benjamin Gr11·r1n. he jumped off his hGrse, ran to Mr. Griff'~, t~ew 
his arms around his neck and kept yelling "Me know you, me know you. 
It developed ·that Benjamin Griffin had befriended this chief, Old Frid',y, 
or his people by some- little act while on his way to California in 1849. 
Benjamin Gi-1:t.fln wore his hair in a peculian fashion, long and in rolls 
back of bis ea.l's• and George Griffin thinks this is the reason the old 
•hiei' recognized him so easily, even when at sueh a distance and after 
so many- years. 

The Indians asked the Griffins where the Utes were but they were un
able to tell the.:m, would not have done so even though they had known. 
1£he Utes were alivays frienclly to the whites, while the tribe:, from the 
Plaina were not always so. That afte~noon these same Indians overtook 
the ~o G.t-if:fins and were very happy.. They had surprised a camp of the 
utes 1n the meighborhood of G~anite and nad taken more ;3ealpa than they 
had: 1ost, consequently had great cause fol? rejoicing. The daughter of' 
11019- Frlday" was carrying .a sealp of a squaw. The acalp was o~ a .forked 
stick on which it was being carried i'o:P exhibi ~ion pur~1oses. 

While liv1~ in Fairpla7r and California Gulch• the Griffins became 
acquainted with Father Dyer', who was well lcriown and well liked by every
one in that section. He was a Methodist P.reacher and one winter carried 
the maU f.r-om Fairplay to California. Buloh on snow shoes. He received 
the na;ue then or late1'" of "The Snow Shoe Preacher"• Father Dy-er spent 
many n ir,hts in t he Griffin home. 

The Ute Indians made their wint r camp i'or many years west di' Soda 
Point in Canon City, where the Kenly Garde ns are located and to the west 
and north. The Ute a were • well behaved and aside from always wanting 
something to eat were always weloo111e. Now and then they did a little 
petty stealing but nothing very se.rious was ever held against them. 

111'. Griffin does not claim to know the exact histora7i of the gl"aves 
on the Grape Creek road known as the nute Burying Ground'. He knows the 
sl;ory aa told to him ?Y Tom Tobin., and old scout who was in C:mon every 
Winder from 1860 to aoout 1868. Tobin waa o:r French and Spanish descent 
a rather ahort~-na.n , about 5 feet 8 inches in height and was a ver-y noted ' 
scout. 

Tobin• s story- 't-ras to the ef:t;ect that t~e Ute Indians had gone dOl-Jh 
l i , into ,Ifew Mexico and southern Colorado where ,they had committed c'tepredo.
,. tio~ and then had started back to this ' aeotion. This was in 181,t-8. 
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